1d. Decade of Literacy: 2003-2012

The United Nations Literacy Decade (2003-2012) aims to extend the use of literacy to
those who do not currently have access to it. Over 861 million adults are in that
position, and over 113 million children are not in school and therefore not gaining
access to literacy either. The Decade will focus on the needs of adults with the goal
that people everywhere should be able to use literacy to communicate within their
own community, in the wider society and beyond. Literacy efforts have so far failed
to reach the poorest and most marginalised groups of people — the Decade will
particularly address such populations, under the banner of Literacy for all: voice for
all, learning for all.



